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25th Anniversary
President’'s Message

Dear Friends and Members: Our key accomplishment has been the awarding of
scholarships. CCAPW provided over $65,000 to
177 Central California Asian and Pacific Islander
women. In addition, CCAPW provided support for

a variety of community groups and events.

I am humbled by the path blazed by previous
CCAPW Presidents... in particular | dedicate this
25™ Anniversary Celebration to our founding presi:
dent, Mae Takahashi. Under her leadership, the 11

founding members established and sustained a My wish for CCAPW is to continue to build upon

commitment to improving the status of Asian and  this legacy ... as facilitator, convener, and benefac
Pacific Islander women in Central California. In = tor my hope is for CCAPW to

her memory, we put a spotlight on the organiza-
tion’s 25 years of activities and accomplishments -
(see pages 6 and 7).

Expand our membership base and network of
resources;

Promote and advance educational and leader-
ship opportunities Asian and Pacific Islander

The organization enjoys a diverse resource base X i
American women and girls; and

and an active and enthusiastic membership. Our
local group grew and was nurtured by a statewide .
and national network of Asian Pacific women, and
received financial support from many individuals
and local companies.

Develop and implement programs about the
concerns and issues confronting Central Cali-
fornia’s Asian and Pacific Islander American
women and girls.

Please join meat the December Yduncheon at the
Members in the network organized and participate NEW Akira Yokomi Elementary School to mark
in conferences in Fresno, Los Angeles, New York this special occasion, and to learn more about our
Washington DC, and Hawaii. CCAPW brought to plans and programs!!!
the broader community numerous educational anc

cultural programs that featured Asian and Pacific Debbie Tom
Islander educators, elected officials, authors, art
ists, musicians, and dramatic performers. And for
12 years, the group organized an annual run/walk
to raise money for our scholarship program. Whili
some of these events and programs generated an
enormous amount of coordination, collaboration
and work, all were educational and lots of fun!
MAE TAKAHASHI,

2006 Board of FOUNDING

. . CCAPW
Directors Nominees PRESIDENT

The Nominations Committee nominates the followtagdidates to fill board director positions for
2006: Vice President: Zoua Vang, Secretary: R#wanan Merzoian; Treasurer: Marlene Kubota;e®ir
tors: Ruby Collado, Barbara Sellars, Kimtruc Cate following directors will continue their presg¢arms:
President: Debbie Tom; Directors: Maia Pucayjtbusimuns, Lillie Lew.

All members should receive their ballots during finst two weeks of November. Please return
them promptly. All directors will be acknowledgddring the installation ceremony at the Holiday tlin
eon on December 10, 2005. See more details onfpagef this newsletter.
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Debbie Tom
President

Bao Cha Cook
Vice President

Marlene Kubota
Treasurer

Rita Bawanan
Merzoian,Secretary

Chu Cha

Edith Hereso

Tia Lam

Lillie Lew

Maia Pucay
Judith M. Simuns
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Zoua Vang emcees the July

Scholarship Brunch.

July Scholarship Brunch and
General Meeting, July 30, 2005,
Woodward Park Regional Li-
brary

Zoua Vang, mistress of ceremo-
nies, welcomed members and
special guests. This scholarship
luncheon was held to recognize
the Central Valley recipients of
the first national Asian and Pa-
cific Islander American Scholar-
ship Fund (APIASF). In addition
to this recognition, CCAPW con-

ducted its general meeting. Deb-

bie Tom welcomed all and re-
capped CCAPW activities over

the past year. Debbie praised the g,seq Education Learning Cen.SupPPoOrts you.”

Tim Leong, President and Executive Director, APIASWwith the Central Valley scholarship recipients:
Anika Danh, Judy Vang, Lisa Ngoc Huynh, and Mai Yangiong
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work of the new scholarship ters, United Negro College Tim Leong, President and Ex-
fund, “We were privileged to Fund, Hispanic Scholarship ecutive Director, APIASF, and
support the work of APIASF by Fund and former U.S. Congressspecial guest acknowledged
reading and rating 500 applica- man Robert Underwood. CCAPW for encouraging the
tions. APIASF complements the participation of its members
local CCAPW scholarship pro- and community leaders in the
gram.” She thanked members f Fresno area in the scholarship
the|r continuing support and in- US and US territories. Almost Process. _He presented to Deb-
vited all to participate in the up- L bie a certificate of apprecia-
- ' . 4,000 applications were re- . -
coming holiday celebration of ived. and cl to 2.800 jition. He praised CCAPW for
CCAPW's 28" anniversary. A ceived, and close 1o <, app I-“planting nurturing, and grow-
X : ,cations were read. See more . ' ' N
secretary’s report and treasurer ing seeds for young women

report concluded the official busﬁ_wformanon about this year's by providing scholarships over
the past 25 years.

Fecipients at www.apiasf.or
ness of the general meeting. ecipients & apiast.org

APIASF is a new national organ'l-'ocal school board officials

zation devoted solely to the fi- ere on han_d o hono.r local

nancial scholarship needs of recipients -Wlth a sp ecial presen-

Asian and Pacific Islander tation. Luisa Medina, President,

American students. The schoIar-T rustee Area 1, acknowledg_ed '
) CCAPW board member Judith

ship fund’s historic formation is Simuns on her receipt of FUSD
credited to founding corporation§/iCe Principal of Year award

comm_u_nlty-based organizations Luisa presented her with flowers
and civic leaders such as McDog;nd praised her work. Valerie

ald’s Corporation, The Coca'COIBaviS, Trustee Area 3, presented

Company, Asian McDonald’s Li :
o isa Ngoc Huynh and Mai Yang
Owner/Operators Association, Xiong, APIASF scholarship

Asian Pacific American Institute recipients from FUSD, with
for ‘?0”9“355'0”?" Studies, or- Margaret Hudson scuiptures
ganization of Chinese Amer'can%’dvising them to “learn with
Southeast Asia Resource Actior&,Our hands and hearts and re-

Centgr, the Un!_\/er5|ty of Hayval 'member your community who
— Native Hawaiian Community-

A total of 165 awards were an-
nounced totaling $330,000 to
%’eserving students all over the

He summarized the accom-
plishments of the first year of
scholarships to API:

2800 scholarships appli-
cants qualified

Scholarship were awarded
to students in 49 of 50
states and Pacific Islands

70% of the applicants
were women; 30% of the
applicants were men

63% of the applicants
were at poverty level or
below

166 of the applicants were
awarded scholarships

76% were female; all
2005 recipients were at
poverty level or below

170 volunteers helped
process and read applica-
tions. 22 of the volunteers
were from Fresno, and 10
were CCAPW members

Tim introduced and acknowl-
edged the seven Central Valley
recipients. In addition, each
introduced her family, spoke
about her educational and ca-
reer aspirations, and thanked
CCAPW and APIASF for the
recognition.

Anika Danh, Fresno,
graduated Clovis High School,
attending UC Davis

Lisa Ngoc Huynh, Fresno,
graduated Sunnyside High
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CCAPW Activities

School, attending UCLA Part of the Obon Festival is an
outdoor dancing called Bon

Mai Yang Xiong, Fresno, g

graduated Roosevelt High
School, attending CSU Fresn

Judy Vang, Merced, gradu- Tsunami Fundraiser- Sat.

ated Golden Va”ey H|gh October l, 2005, Westmin-
School, attending UCLA ster Church. The CCAPW
. board voted to support this
Chuah Cha, Porterville,  |ocal event by purchasing tick-
graduated Granite Hills High  ets. Board members and mem-
School, attending UCLA bers enjoyed food from 20

Eunice Mooneunjee Kim local restaurants, Thai Classi-

Turlock, graduated John H. Pit- €@l dance from LA, Filipino
man High School, attending UC dance, Lion Dance, Bachboy

Berkeley Choir, a_nd a silent auction plus  \/5jerie Davis, FUSD Trustee Area 3, Tim Leong, Pigant and Executive
. raffle prizes. It was a fun eve- Director, APIASF, and Luisa Medina, President, Trtee Area 1
(Chuah Cha and Eunice Moone ning for the whole family.
unjee Kim were not able to at- - Yupayong Thirakomen, (‘95-  akira Yokomi Elementary tended this celebration at the
tend the brunch.) '97 President), helped coordi- school Dedication Ceremony, ~ Blue River Restaurant that hon-
Thanks to all who were able to Nate this event. November 3, 2005. CCAPW  ored 7 Cambodians, Mr. Yin Yan
attend the brunch and to all vol- members, Bobbi Hanada, Marcidor his leadership in preserving
unteers who made the event Chung, and Debbie Tom, at- Cambodian culture at the Fresno

possible including Kiku Floral, SPecial Board of Directors  o4e the Dedication Ceremongambodian Temple; Mr. You
Joy Luck Restaurant and Meeting, October 8, 2005. ¢ the Akira Yokomi Elementary Kleung for his leadership in gen-
CCAPW Board members. Former presidents and SPECIAaSchool on November 3. Fresnoeral management at the Fresno
guests were welcomed 0 this iieq celebrated Mr. Yokomi'sCambodian Temple; Mr and Mrs.
special board meeting to dis- emory and the new two-story Keo Thong Kim for providing
Obon Festival, July 9, 2005, €uss CCAPW's 28anniver-  ijonce ang technology magnet employment opportunities; Mr.
CCAPW members participate ir S&ry celebration, fundraising  gchqo] with a luncheon buffet anBrum Lay for his personal and
this annual celebration observe 2nd goals and directions for - vartainment. Nearly 20 of the professional assistance to fami-
by Buddists throughout the 2006. Special guests included, oy omj family viewed a memo- lies; and Mr. Sopheaktra Nou for
world during the month of July. former CCAPW presidents gal at the school's entrance.  his commitment to assisting
Obon is a time to remember an Debbie Ikeda, Julia Pucay, an families.
honor those who have passed ¢ Edna Pucay. The board also
before us. Itis also a time of ~Welcomed special guest and  khmer Society of Fresno Com-
joy, the joy of awareness of new member, Kimtruc Cao.  munity Gathering Event, No-
being embraced in the Truth. vember 5, 2005.0ver 300 at- (Continued on page 8)

CCAPW was noted as a sponsor
of the event. Marlene Kubota,

Top Row: Tim Leong, Dr. Michael Lynch. Middle RowTia Lam, Marlene Kubota, Valerie Davis, Julia PucayYirgie Rhoads, Judith Simuns,
Yupayong Thirakomen, Mrs. Michael Lynch, Rita Bawanadvierzoian, Bao Cha Cook.
Bottom Row: Luisa Medina, Debbie Tom, Hannah Fe A&, Flory Anne Mata, Gileah Mata, Edith Hereso.
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Photo from the dedication ceremony
program of Akira Yokomi who ran the
Central Fish Market over five decades.
Akira Yokomi Elementary School:
“located on Fresno and McKenzie
Streets, the new school will be the first
named after a Japanese-American in
the Central Valley and second in the
entire state.” Fresno Bee

CCAPW
Presidents

1980-81 Mae Takahashi

1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993

(1936-2001)
Jo Ellen Ichihana
Thelma P. Haw
Jeanette Ishii
Celeese Kai
Deborah lkeda
Laurie Wong
Cathy Tokubo
Nani Rabago
Veena Kapoor
Julia Pucay
Ling Cho
Edna Pucay

1994-95 Dorothy Pucay

1995-97 Yupayong Thirakomen

1998-99 Judith Simuns
2000-01 Sandra Moy

2002
2003

Loretta Seina
Michelle Abenoja

2004-06 Debbie Tom

CCAPW
25th Anniversary
Celebration

PLEASE JOIN US

Central California
Asian Pacific Women

# $" |
(catered by Joy Luck Restaurant)
and

%%&' $ $ (

Saturday, December 10, 2005, 11:30 AM
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We will collect donations to benefit the Clovis Unified Hmong Resettlement
Project. This project provides education and resources for new refugee fami-
lies. The newcomers learn about the American school system and get con-
nected to community resources. These newcomers are in need of the follow-
ing items: children’s underwear and socks, bath towels, wash cloths, sham-
poo, bath soap, laundry detergent, toothpaste, blankets, full size bedding
sheets, pillows, pots and pans, plates, bowls, silverware, rice cookers, or
folding chairs. If you would like to contribute to this project, please bring
new, unwrapped donations to the 25" Anniversary Celebration.

Page 5
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CCAPW 25 Years in Review gy

Jan. 1980 Education Committee Survey of educatioeatls of APW in Fresno; 1000 surveys sent
out, 500 +returned.

Feb. 29 — Mar. 2, 1980 CA APW Conference, USC, Angeles. Guest speakers: March Fong Eu, CA
Secretary of State, Patsy Takemoto Mink, FormergZesswoman, HI, Maxine Hong King-
ston, Author, Cecelia Bamba,”lEegisIature, Guam

Apr. 1980 Women'’s Day Fair, CSU Fresno, sponsoseBrbsno City/County Commission on Status
of Women (over 100 women attended)

May 17, 1980 East Side Story, Dinner & Fashion SHeRoenix West Restaurant

Jun. 28, 1980 Asian Pacific Women on the MovestFatatewide Annual Conference, CSU Fresno, co-
sponsored with Women'’s Studies Program

Aug. 15-17, 1980 National Conference, Sponsoreelegdtion of 11 CCAPW members to attend to
participate in Washington, DC

Nov. 15-16, 1980 CCDC JACL Conference: PaneBe An Asian Woman, To Be An Asian Me@APW
members presented

Dec. 51980 Holiday Party, Fulton Peking Restatyrs980, CCAPW Bylaws Developed and Completed
Apr. 4,1981 Asian Accent: Dinner & Fashion Shdwn(@raiser), Fresno Hilton, Gottchalks fashions
May 29-31, 1981 APW Statewide Conference, BurlingaBlhnCCAPW members were workshop leaders

Jul. 21 1981 Scholarship Luncheon, Keynote spediare Hirano, Commission on the Status of
Women and Statewide CA APW Network President, Rixo@&/est Restaurant

Oct. 24, 1981 ¥ Annual CCAPW ConferencVell, Well, Well...\Women'’s Health...Body, Mind and
Spirit.. CSU Fresno, Karen Nishio Chair

1982 An Asian Affair |: Cultural Festival, Food, Music, Arts, Crafts, [@an Gardens

1982 Scholarship Luncheon, Keynote Speaker: Lirgt® Yang, Commission of California
State Savings and Loans

1980-82 Quarterly Statewide Steering Committee Mgst President & officers of CCAPW
May 7, 1983 An Asian Affair II: Cultural Festival, Food, Music, Arts, Crafts, @an Water Gardens

Mar. 11, 12, 13 1983 "8Biennial APW Conference: California Asian Pacifiomen Network Moving
Ahead, California APW, Picadilly Inn, Fresno

1983 Scholarship Luncheon, Keynote Speaker, Mdrieuya-Snell, Director of California
Department of Consumer Affairs

May 7, 1984 An Asian Affair lll: Cultural Festival, Food, Music, Arts, Crafts, @an Water Gardens

T-Shirt designs from the St. Pat- 1984 Scholarship Luncheon, Keynote Speaker: KimaWjyActress “Dr. Wendy Armstrong
rick’s Day Runs in (from top) on NBC's St. Elsewhere”
1994, 1995, 1999 and 2001. 1984 National APW Conference, Sponsored a delegafid0 CCAPW members to attend to
participate in New York
1984 Contribution & Community Service, Contributg 000 to Fresno Metropolitan Museum
and members served as docents
1984 Contribution & Community Service, ContributimnChannel 18, and participated in 2
fundraisers
1984 Contribution & Community Service, Sponsoreddéveloped a photo exhibit at the Fresno

County Fair Centennial Celebration "Asian Padiflomen salute to Asian Pacific Farmers
in 100 years of Valley Agriculture”

1984 Leadership Development Workshop, co-sponseitsdAAUW
1984 Corporate Sponsors, Initiated program to énldtal companies to sponsor scholarships
1984 Ray Sasaki performs with Fresno Philharmomah€stra, Co-sponsored special perform-

ance
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CCAPW 25 Years in Review gy

May 18, 1985ImagesLuau), Duncan Water Gardens, Scholarship Luncheon

Nov. 22, 1985 Premiere Show of “Dim Sum”, Tower ateg, guest presentation by Laureen Chew,
E.D.D., CSU San Francisco and actress in “Dim Sum”

Dec. 7, 1985 Holiday & Installation Dinner, withffta of quilt made and donated by Carol Hirahara,
Yen Ching Restaurant, holiday donations made tgdvia Mason Center.

Jun.7, 1986 One Enchanted Evening?olynesian Luau, featuring The Tonga South SeateR,
Duncan Water Gardens

1986 National Network of APW Conference, Honollawaii

1986 Showing of “Yankee Samurai”, Support and réisels for Japanese American Historical
Exhibit at Smithsonian Museum

1986 Representation on Superintendent of Educati@egional & State Advisory Council on
Asian and Pacific Islanders Affairs, CCAPW Members

Aug. 23, 1986 8§ Annual Scholarship Luncheon, Guest Speaker, Mabbey, CAO for CA State Assem- Tim Leong, President and Executive
bly, Roger Rocka’s Good Company Music Hall Director, APIASF, and Debbie Tom,

June. 6, 1987Wishing Peacea concert featuring Toshiko Ariyoshi, internatibjazz musician, Duncan = CCAPW President
Water Gardens

Mar. 10, 1988 A Premiere Show "Sewing Woman", ToWeeater w/filmmakers Arthur Dong & Rebecca

Soladay
Jun. 24, 1989 Luncheon to Honor Fresno Mayor Katemphrey, Wang’s Panda
1989 First Annual 10k/2 mile Walk & run, WoodwardrR
1990 29 Annual 10k/2 mile walk & run, Woodward Park, Scmship Luncheon, Guest Speaker:
Karen Lee, Ramada Inn
1991 3 Annual 10k/2 mile walk & run, Woodward Park, Skirship Luncheon, Guest speaker,
Chinh Chau, EOC Refugee Services, Smugglers lofidéd/Installation Luncheon
1992 4" Annual 10k/2 mile walk & run, Woodward Park, Sdmship Luncheon
1993 8" Annual 10k/2 mile walk & run, Woodward Park, Sdmship Luncheon
1994 6th Annual 10k/2 mile walk & run, Woodward R&Bcholarship Luncheon Jeanette Ishii (‘84 President), Carolyn
1995 " Annual 10k/2 mile walk & run, Woodward Park, Scrship Luncheon gf ks;t);iec'kin%grgj;.Kazato atthe 2001
1996 St. Patrick’s Day Run, 5 mi., 2 mi. run or Pwalk, Woodward Park, Scholarship Luncheon
1997 St. Patrick’s Day Run, 5 mi., 2 mi. run or Pwalk, Woodward Park, Scholarship Luncheon
1998 St. Patrick’s Day Run, 10 k, 2 mi run, 2 miky&/oodward Park, Scholarship Luncheon
1999 St. Patrick’s Day Run, 10 k, 2 mi run, 2 miky&/oodward Park, Scholarship Luncheon
2000 St. Patrick’s Day Run, 10 k, 2 mi run, 2 miky&/oodward Park, Scholarship Luncheon
2001 St. Patrick’s Day Run, 10 k, 2 mi run, 2 miky&/oodward Park, Scholarship Luncheon
2002 Holiday Luncheon, Grand Occasions

Dec. 13, 2003 Holiday and Installation Luncheorm8s Restaurant

Jul. 17, 2004 API Women'’s Leadership Panel, Fieséamds

Oct. 2, 2004 Tamejavi Festivdrom There to Herea panel of APl women, Tower District

Dec. 11, 2004 Holiday and Installation Luncheontdieed Purl (an all Asian a capella group), Tamys

nasty Sandra Moy (‘00-'01 President) with

Jul. 30, 2005 Scholarship Luncheon, Recognitiofirsif national Asian and Pacific Islander Scholgrsh Ken Takeuchi (run coordinator).
Fund winners, Woodward Regional Library, catergddy Luck Restaurant

Dec. 2005 28 Anniversary Celebration
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Continued from page 3

Bao Cha, Debbie Tom, and Marija Valek helped tackhe
in guests and enjoyed an evening of Cambodian music
dancing and camaraderie.

Half Marathon, November 6, 2005.The SCE (Sierra
Challenge Express) Running Club and Tree Fresno pre
sented the @ Annual Eye-Q Trail of 2 Cities, Half Mara-
thon, Clovis 2 Fresno, Sunday, November 6, 2005.
CCAPW members participated and served as volunteers
this spectacular fast 13.1 mile course that folidwe old
Clovis-Pinedale rail spur which connected Clovigtesno
“way back when”. The “walk, run or relay” began in
Clovis at the Old Winery Recreation Center on Glo&ve-
nue (at Dakota) then winded around to the finiak k&t the
Shinzen Garden in Fresno’s Woodward Park. The@ye-
Trail of 2 Cities Half Marathon benefited Tree Fresand
the SCE, both 501c3 non-profit organizations. C@AP
board member, Maia Pucay, helped to coordinate this
event. Also volunteering were Bao Cook and fan@iu
Cha, Kia Cha, Kimtruc Cao, Julia Pucay and Debloig.T

Mark Your Calendars:

CCAPW 25" Anniversary Celebration, December 10,
2005. (see detalils in this newsletter)

Building Dedication, February, 2006. Debbie lkeda de-
scribed a project she was working on involvingdiesigna-
tion of an historical community center buildingRinedale.
This is the last remaining building of a former itaity
compound which was the site of an assembly certtéhw
was established to provide temporary facilitiestfar Japa-
nese/Japanese American evacuees before they weuld b
transferred to permanent relocation centers in 194
building is being restored and will include a placgand
story board to commemorate its history. A grouedking
ceremony will take place in February.

November 2005

Back Row: Jeanette Ishii (‘84 President), Debbier ('04-'06 Presi-
dent), Thelma Haw (‘83 President), Marlene Kubotiaydith Simuns
('98-'99 President). Front Row: Edith Hereso, NaRabago (‘89
President), Loretta Seina (‘02 President), Veenaggar (‘90 President).

Edna Pucay (‘93 President)

community, and

Central California Asian Pacific Women: Mission
To bring together Asian Pacific women of Central Céfornia to share in their commonal-
ities and distinct cultural heritage;

To address the needs and concerns of Asian Pacifiomen;

To promote the visibility, participation, and representation of Asian Pacific women in the

To project an accurate image of contemporary AsiafPacific women.




